CIRCASSIAN MAMLUKES.
13824517 A.D.

^Circassian or "Burjite
Mamlukes " derived their name from their
quarters in the Citadel or i; Burj ?? of Cairo
whose defence was their main occupation.
This dynasty of Mamlukes differs from
its predecessors the " Bahrite Mamlukes'5
in the absence of any hereditary succes-
sion. Of the twenty-three Sultans of this
dynasty, only six are of any importance
to us. During their reigns, architecture
and other fine arts progressed steadily
gaining in grace and splendour and thus
Cairo continued to be the most important
and beautiful city of the Muslim World,
Lane-Poole is perhaps not far wrong when
he says that Cairo and not Baghdad was
the scene of the " Arabian Nights." The
wonderful tomb-mosques that rise from
the sands, the splendid buildings with
their charming domes and exquisite deco-
rations, the facinating vaulted bazars and
the social customs of the people, make one
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